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Damascening. This peculiarly Oriental
*rt consists in decorating weapons and armor
by first cutting into the metal fine furrows
of the intended design, and then hammering
into them threads of gold or silver, after
which the blades, etc., are filed and polished,
The art, which appears to have originated
in N. India, was established at Damascus in
the reign of the Emperor Domitian. See
Hendley's Damascening on Iron and Steel,
as Practised in India (1892).

Damascus, or Esh-Sham, the cap. of the
Turkish vilayet of Syria. The city is beauti-
fully situated on the Barada, in a plain of_

van to Mecca. The chief exports of Damascus
are inlaid wood and furniture, silken and cot-
ton articles, sweetmeats, gum, woven cotton
curtains, etc.; but trade is declining. The city
is famous for its silk and cotton fabrics, gold
and silver work, saddlery, attar of roses, per-
fumes, and carpets. Damascus, or 'damas-
cene plums,' derive their name from this
city; p. variously estimated at 225,000 to
318,900.

The Assyrians conquered Damascus in 806
and 732 B.C., after which it passed succes-
sively under the domination of the Persians,
of Alexander the Great's successors, and of
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* Damascus: A Street in the Suburb of Meidan.

great fertility, and is encircled on three sides
by Anti-Lebanon. It still contains some very
fine old Mohammedan houses. The great
feature of Damascus is the world-renowned
Ommiade mosque. It was built originally as
a heathen temple, restored by the Roman
emperor Arcadius early in the sth century,
turned into a Christian church, then taken by
the Moslems and converted by the caliph
Walid about 710 into a mosque. This gor-
geous building was destroyed by fire in 1069.
Tamerlane, when he conquered Damascus,
1401, set it on fire; and in 1893 it was again
terribly injured by fire, but since then has
been restored. Among other places of inter-
est are the 'street called Straight/ the Jews'
quarter, in the s. of the city; ;the Gate of
God* through which passes the pilgrim cara-

the Romans. It was taken by Pompey in 64
BCV but did not become part of the Roman
empire until 105 A.D. St. Paul visited the
town, after which Christianity spread rapidly
in and around it. The Arabs conquered it in
635, and it was the capital of the caliphate
from 660 to 753, preceding Bagdad. In 401
it was sacked by Tamerlane. It was taken in
1516 by Selim iv sultan of the Osmanli Turks,
and except for a short interval (1832-40),
when it was in the hands of Mehemet AM of
Egypt, remained a Turkish possession until
1918. On Oct. i, 1918, it was captured by
British forces under General Allenby.
Damask, an elaborately woven silk, orig-
inally made at Damascus. True damasks are
composed wholly of silk of a single color, witibi
flat figures in various patterns, the figures be-